
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Commissioning Service 
For the Lillicrap Family 

Sunday 26th September 2021 



Rejoice (Come and Stand Before 
Your Maker) 

 

Come and stand before your Maker 

Full of wonder, full of fear; 

Come behold his power and glory 

Yet with confidence draw near, 

For the one who holds the heavens 

And commands the stars above 

Is the God who bends to bless us 

With an unrelenting love. 

 

Rejoice! 

Come and lift your hands and raise your voice; 

He is worthy of all praise, 

Rejoice! 

Sing the mercies of your King 

And with trembling, rejoice. 

 

We are children of the promise, 

The beloved of the Lord. 

Won with everlasting kindness, 

Bought with sacrificial blood. 

Bringing reconciliation 

To a world that longs to know 

The affections of a father 

Who will never let them go. 

 

Rejoice!... 

 

 

 

 

 

All our sickness, all our sorrows 

Jesus carried up the hill. 

He has walked this path before us, 

He is walking with us still; 

Turning tragedy to triumph, 

Turning agony to praise, 

There is blessing in the battle 

So take heart and stand amazed. 

 

Rejoice! 

When you cry to Him He hears your voice 

He will wipe away your tears 

Rejoice! 

In the midst of suffering 

He will help you sing… 

 

Rejoice!... 

  



All Through History 

 

Noah built the most enormous boat 

That kept the birds and animals afloat 

The Lord was good the Lord was strong 

And Noah lived his life for Him 

 

Moses led his people through the sea 

Taking them away from slavery 

The Lord was good the Lord was strong 

And Moses lived his life for Him 

 

Oh thank You oh thank You 

That all through history 

You were faithful 

Thank You oh thank You 

That You are just the same 

When it comes to me 

When it comes to me 

 

 

 

 

David fought Goliath and he won 

A humble shepherd boy became a king 

The Lord was good the Lord was strong 

And David lived his life for Him 

 

Daniel was inside a lion's den 

But God brought him to safety once again 

The Lord was good the Lord was strong 

And Daniel lived his life for Him 

 

Oh thank You oh thank You… 

 

Jesus died to take away our sin 

So we could get to know our God again 

The Lord is good the Lord is strong 

And we will live our lives for Him 

 

Oh thank You oh thank You… 

  



Act of Commissioning 
 

Leader: The purpose of this act of commissioning is to formally welcome and to set apart Matt 
Lillicrap to serve as an elder and pastor of Hope Community Church. The word of God clearly 
teaches that pastor teachers are a gift of the ascended Lord Jesus to his Church as we just heard 
in our reading in Ephesians 4. 
 
The duties of a pastor are to be a faithful under-shepherd of that part of the Great Shepherd's 
flock, entrusted to his care by: 
 
• feeding the flock by the consistent and accurate teaching of the word of God in all its breadth, 
applying it to the needs to the congregation 
 
• caring for the flock by prayer and the exercise of pastoral care and pastoral discipline 
 
• leading the flock forward with the other leaders of the fellowship in lifestyle, service and 
evangelism, by example and exhortation 
 
It is fitting that our brother Matt Lillicrap, having received the wholehearted consent of the 
membership of our church, now be publicly acknowledged as equipped by God for this ministry. 
 
Questions to our new pastor 

 
Matt, in the presence of God and of this congregation I ask you to respond in all sincerity of heart 
to the following questions: 

 
Q: Do you believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and do you personally confess Jesus 
Christ as your own Saviour and Lord? (Romans 10:9; 1 Corinthians 11:1) 

 
Matt:  I do 

 
Q: Do you wholeheartedly and without reservation affirm your belief in the Statement of Faith 
and doctrinal distinctives of this church?  

 
Matt:  I do 

 
Q: Are you convinced that you have been called by God with your fellow elders to the pastoral 
oversight of this local church and congregation? 

 
Matt:  I am  
 
Q: Do you promise to carry out this ministry with all faithfulness, godliness and eagerness, to set 
God's word before His people, to lead them in worship, to work in partnership with the leaders 



and members in this church, and to be an encourager, enabler and example to them in their life 
and mission for Christ? (Titus 1:9; 2 Timothy 4:2) 

 
Matt:  God helping me, I do 

 
Q: Will you be diligent in prayer, in reading the Holy Scriptures, and in all those studies which will 
deepen your faith and fit you to uphold the truth of the Gospel as it is proclaimed, and to defend 
it against all error?  Will you be a faithful shepherd to Christ's flock and an evangelist to the 
unsaved? (Colossians 4:2; 1 Peter 5:2-3; Matthew 28:19-20) 
 
Matt:  By God's grace I will 

 
To the Pastor’s wife 

 
Anika, you have heard the commitment which Matt has just made.  Do you promise to encourage 
and support your husband as he seeks to exercise his ministry in this church and in the 
community? 

 
Anika:  I promise to give him all the support I can as God enables. 
 
ALL STAND 
 
For the congregation:  
 
In response to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, do you now acknowledge and receive Matt Lillicrap 
as Pastor of this church promising to pray for him, to submit to him in the Lord, and to support 
and encourage Matt, Anika and their children Charis, Thea, Tobias, Micah, Eirene and Ezra in their 
walk with the Lord? (1 Thessalonians 5:12; 1 Timothy 5:17-18; Hebrews 13:17) 
 
Congregation:  We do 
 
Matt, we hereby commission and set you apart as pastor of this congregation in the 
Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Laying on of hands and prayers 
 
The charge: 2 Timothy 3:16-4:5 

16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that 
the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his 
kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 
encourage – with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound 
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather round them a great number of teachers to say what their 
itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your 
head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 



Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me  

 

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer 

There is no more for heaven now to give 

He is my joy my righteousness and freedom 

My steadfast love my deep and boundless 
peace 

 

To this I hold my hope is only Jesus 

For my life is wholly bound to his 

Oh how strange and divine I can sing all is 
mine 

Yet not I but through Christ in me 

 

The night is dark but I am not forsaken 

For by my side the Saviour he will stay 

I labour on in weakness and rejoicing 

For in my need his power is displayed 

 

To this I hold my Shepherd will defend me 

Through the deepest valley he will lead 

Oh the night has been won and I shall 
overcome 

Yet not I but through Christ in me 

 

No fate I dread I know I am forgiven 

The future sure the price it has been paid 

For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 

And he was raised to overthrow the grave 

 

 

 

 

 

To this I hold my sin has been defeated 

Jesus now and ever is my plea 

Oh the chains are released I can sing I am free 

Yet not I but through Christ in me 

 

With every breath I long to follow Jesus 

For he has said that he will bring me home 

And day by day I know he will renew me 

Until I stand with joy before the throne 

 

To this I hold my hope is only Jesus 

All the glory evermore to him 

When the race is complete still my lips shall 
repeat 

Yet not I but through Christ in me 

 

When the race is complete still my lips shall 
repeat 

Yet not I but through Christ in me 

Yet not I but through Christ in me 

  



Hebrews 13:7-21 (The Bible) 

 

7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the 
word of God to you. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life and imitate 
their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and for ever. 

 

9 Do not be carried away by all kinds of 
strange teachings. It is good for our hearts 
to be strengthened by grace, not by eating 
ceremonial foods, which is of no benefit 
to those who do so. 10 We have an altar 
from which those who minister at the 
tabernacle have no right to eat. 

 

11 The high priest carries the blood of 
animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin 
offering, but the bodies are burned 
outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also 
suffered outside the city gate to make the 
people holy through his own blood. 13 Let 
us, then, go to him outside the camp, 
bearing the disgrace he bore. 14 For here 
we do not have an enduring city, but we 
are looking for the city that is to come. 

 

15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us 
continually offer to God a sacrifice of 
praise – the fruit of lips that openly 
profess his name. 16 And do not forget to 
do good and to share with others, for 
with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

 

 

 

 

17 Have confidence in your leaders and 
submit to their authority, because they 
keep watch over you as those who must 
give an account. Do this so that their 
work will be a joy, not a burden, for that 
would be of no benefit to you. 

 

18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a 
clear conscience and desire to live 
honourably in every way. 19 I particularly 
urge you to pray so that I may be restored 
to you soon. 

 

20 Now may the God of peace, who 
through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep,   
21 equip you with everything good for 
doing his will, and may he work in us what 
is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

  



Sermon Notes What A Faithful God 

 

Lord I come before Your throne of grace 

I find rest in Your presence 

And fulness of joy  

In worship and wonder I behold Your face 

Singing what a faithful God have I 

 

What a faithful God have I 

What a faithful God 

What a faithful God have I 

Faithful in ev'ry way 

 

Lord of mercy You have heard my cry 

Through the storm You're the beacon 

My song in the night 

In the shelter of Your wings hear my heart's 
reply 

Singing what a faithful God have I 

 

What a faithful God have I… 

 

Lord all sov'reign granting peace from heav'n 

Let me comfort those who suffer 

With the comfort You have giv'n 

I will tell of Your great love for as long as I 
live 

Singing what a faithful God have I 

 

What a faithful God have I… 

 

 


